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At a recent seminar on economic development policy organized by the University of Geneva,
Peruvian scholar Raul Oviedo Moran said the "neoliberal governments" of Argentina, Chile,
Mexico and other Latin American nations see the East Asian model as the answer to their problems.
Documents recently published by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the UN
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) also state the case of the seven "Asian dragons"
Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, South Korea, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia as an example of
free market economy to be followed by the Third World. UNCTAD statistics show annual economic
growth rates ranging from 8% (Malaysia) to 3.6% (Thailand). Malaysia has become the world's
leading exporter of micro processors, and third ranking producer of semi- conductors, after Japan
and the US. A recent report, however, by the US-based Pacific Council for Economic Cooperation
(CCEP), said that historical and political characteristics underlying the Asian growth rates cannot be
reproduced in other Third World regions. The CCEP warned that should Mexico, Argentina, or any
other Latin American nation attempt to adopt the Asian model, "the already serious marginalization
of the working class would increase." In his book "Asia's New Little Dragons," author Steven
Schlosstein points out that high economic growth rates in the seven nations is based on 12-hour
work days for many workers, who are paid ten times less than Japanese counterparts. According
to the International Labour Organisation (ILO), legal provisions protecting working women and
children are nonexistent. In a report released in June, the ILO states that few companies respect
the principle of an eight-hour work day. Next, part-time workers, often used in the electronics
industry, have no legal protection. The growth process has led to the appearance of a middle class,
and nouveau riche group, which according to Thai researcher Sunchai Anmumjan, make up no
more than 10% of the total population. Anmumjan, of the Institute for Development Research in
Thailand, said most of the middle class and new rich are individuals between 20 and 30 years of age
who make US$7,500 to US$35,000 a year. Anmumjan argues that high economic growth rates were
made possible by authoritarian regimes antagonistic to organized labor. Union protests were almost
always subject to violent repression. Anmumjan said the Asian model might be labeled "Asian
market authoritarianism." In his view, Chilean development followed a similar path after the 1973
military coup. (Source: Inter Press Service, 10/17/92)
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